1% Bangor Area Reentry Resources Fair

The Mission

The mission of the Bangor Area Reentry Resources Fair is: 1) To provide ex-offenders recently
released from custody with information about local resources which can improve their lives and
reduce their potential to recidivate, and 2) To provide community corrections professionals
with an opportunity to learn about the resources in the community which can benefit those

they serve.
The Event
When: Thursday, February 25, 2016, from 8:30am to 12:30pm.
Where: Bangor Career Center, located at 45 Oak Street, Suite 3, Bangor, ME 04401
Who:

e Representatives from agencies providing a variety of services in the Bangor
Area Maine Communities,

e Ex-offenders who are interested in learning about available community
resources, and

e Corrections professionals interested in learning about the resources available
to assist their clients.



The Problem

Assisting ex-offenders successfully reintegrate back into the community is crucial as recidivism
is @ major issue effecting; the criminal justice system, families, and employers. According to the
Bureau of Justice Statistics:

» State and federal prisons held approximately 1,598,780 inmates at the end of 2011,
approximately 1 in every 107 US citizens;

» At least 95 percent of state prisoners will be released back to their communities at some
point.

Y

During 2011, 688,384 prisoners were released from state and local prisons.

» Atthe end of 2011, 4,814,200 adults (1 in 50) in the US were on probation, parole, or
other post-conviction community supervision.

» In Maine, currently there are approximately 500 adults being supervised by the US
Probation Office, and approximately 5,379 adults being supervised by the Maine
Department of Corrections.

» Ina study that looked at recidivism in over 40 states, more than 4 in 10 offenders

returned to state prison within 3 years of release.

The Solution

By working together, we can improve the success rates of ex-offenders, which will help make
communities and families stronger and safer. A good first step toward that goal is to help ex-
offenders identify available community resources, including; housing, employment, vocational
training opportunities, substance abuse and mental health services, recovery support services,
mentoring services, and support services for veterans. Representatives from agencies that
deliver these services to ex-offenders will be available at the Reentry Resource Fair to provide
you with information about their programs and answer any questions you may have.

We look forward to seeing you on February 25



